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Aims and Objectives

1) Develop knowledge and understanding of the
specification requirements for teaching ‘key
questions’ in A level Psychology.

2) Develop knowledge and understanding about
the different approaches to selecting ‘key
questions’ considering potential suitable
examples.

3) Develop knowledge and understanding of how to
use the different approaches in the teaching and
delivery of ‘key questions’.

4) Develop knowledge and understanding of how to
communicate the skills required by learners on
how to answer ‘key questions’ under examination
conditions.

5) Have the opportunity to network with other
teachers
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Session Agenda

9.30 Welcome tea and coffee

10.00 Introductions

10.15 Specification requirements

10.45 Approaches to choosing a key question

11.10 Comfort break

11.20 Approaches for successful delivery of key questions

11.45 Assessment and approaches to communicate effective exam technique

12.15 Support from Pearson

12.20 Any questions and networking
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Specification 
requirements



Specification requirements for 
AS and A level paper 1
AS and A level paper 1

For each topic;

• One key question of relevance to today’s society, discussed as a

contemporary issue for society rather than as an academic argument.

• Concepts, theories and/or research (as appropriate to the chosen key

question) drawn from the topic as used in the 2015 specification
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Specification requirements for A 
level paper 2
A level paper 2

For Clinical psychology and one of the optional topics;

• One key question of relevance to today’s society, discussed as
a contemporary issue for society rather than as an academic
argument.

• Concepts, theories and/or research (as appropriate to the
chosen key question) drawn from the topic as used in the 2015
specification
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Specification requirements for A 
level paper 3
A level paper 3

There is no specific requirement for a key question in paper 3.
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What does it mean?

One key question of relevance to today’s society,

discussed as a contemporary issue for society rather than

as an academic argument

It has to be relevant to today’s society.

Discussed as a contemporary issue for society.
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Activity 1:
What does it mean?
A possible key question from Criminological psychology is;

‘Is eye witness testimony a reliable form of evidence?’

Spend 5 minutes with your table discussing what issues there are for

individuals and society if eye witness testimony is not reliable.
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What does it mean?

Concepts, theories and/or research (as appropriate to the

chosen key question) drawn from the topic as used in the 2015

specification

Concepts and/or theories from the topic that can answer the key question

Research in the form of studies that can answer the key question or

support or not support the concepts and theories used in terms of the key

question.
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Approaches for 
choosing key 

questions.



How to choose a key question

• Relevant.

• Sources can include the news, documentaries, television programmes,

films, interviews.

• Content from the topic should be able to be used to discuss the key

question.

• Be sensitive.
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How to choose a key question

Who could choose the key question?

Teachers

Students

13



Activity 2
Possible key questions
Spend 5 minutes as a table discussing possible key questions for one 

of the following topics. What concepts/theories/research could be 

used to discuss these key questions.

• Social psychology

• Cognitive psychology

• Biological psychology

• Learning theories

• Clinical psychology
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Possible key questions
Some examples. 
Social psychology:

• How can knowledge of social psychology be used to stop rioting?

• How can social psychology explaining helping behaviour for victims of

disasters such as the Grenfell tower fire?

• How can social psychology explain the tensions between North Korea

and the USA?
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Possible key questions
Some examples. 
Cognitive psychology:

• How can psychologists’ understanding of memory help patients with

dementia?

• How can knowledge of working memory be used to inform the treatment

of dyslexia?

• How can knowledge from the cognitive approach help improve eye

witness accounts?
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Possible key questions
Some examples. 
Biological psychology:

• How effective is drug therapy such as methadone for treating addiction?

• What are the implications for society if aggression is found to be caused

by nature not nurture?

• How can explanations of aggression be used to reduce violence?
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Possible key questions
Some examples. 
Learning theories:

• Is the influence of role models and celebrities something that causes

anorexia?

• Would it be a good idea for airline companies to offer treatment

programmes for fear of flying?

• Can learning theories be used to prevent aggression?
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Possible key questions
Some examples. 
Clinical  psychology:

• How do different societies define mental health disorders?

• What are issues surrounding mental health in the workplace?

• Are drugs the best way to treat mental health disorders?
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Comfort break.



Approaches for 
successful delivery of a 

key question



Approaches for successful 
delivery of a key question
• Student lead

• Research

• Linking to content

• Both sides of the argument

• Apply knowledge
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Possible activities for students

• Mind maps/spider diagram/poster

• Debate

• Write a newspaper article as an expert psychologist

• Record a news interview with opposing experts
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Sharing of ideas.

Does any one else have any approaches to delivery of a key question

that they have successfully used and want to share with the group?
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At the end of the delivery

Students need have the following skills:

• Name the key question.

• Explain why it is relevant for today’s society in terms of the individual, the

group and society as a whole.

• Use relevant examples to illustrate the key question

• Use theories/concepts from the content to explain the key question

• Use theories/concepts to explain how the impact of the key question can be

minimised.

• Use research evidence to support and/or refute the theories/concepts or the

key question.

25



Assessment and 
approaches to 

communicate effective 
exam technique



Assessment

Key questions can be assessed across any of the Assessment Objectives

(AOs) – AO1, AO2, AO3.

It can be assessed as a short open question.

It can be assessed as an extended open question.

It can be assessed using any of the relevant command words.
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Assessment. Possible examples

Describe the key question you have studied in…

Explain the relevance of your chosen key question for social psychology to

today’s society using theories, concepts and/or research

Discuss your chosen key question for cognitive psychology

Assess how far your chosen key question for biological psychology is

relevant to today’s society
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Assessment. The skills needed.

AO1 skills include;

• Stating the key question.

• Why is it relevant to society?

• How may it affect individuals and/or groups?

• Include relevant examples.
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Assessment. The skills needed.

AO2 skills include;

• What theories or concepts can be used from the topic content to

explain the key question.

• How the theories or concepts can be used to explain the development

of the key question.

• How theories of concepts can be used to reduce the impact of the key

question on society or individuals.
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Assessment. The skills needed.

AO3 skills include;

• What research evidence from the topic content can support or provide 

evidence for the key question or the theories and concepts used.

• What research evidence from the topic content can be used to argue 

against the key question or the theories and concepts used.

• Are there any flaws with how the research evidence was carried out 

which may mean it is not effective in supporting the key question
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Assessment. How to communicate 
effective exam technique.

• Practice.

• Marking.

• Peer marking.

• Exemplars.

• Write a question and a mark scheme.
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Activity 3 How to communicate 
effective exam technique. 

Discuss in groups any other methods that you use to communicate

effective exam techniques.
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Support

Subject Adviser for Psychology: 

Stephen Nugus

Tel: +44 (0)207010 2190
E-mail: TeachingScience@pearson.com

For more information, please contact subject advisors, subjects 
pages/communities and ask the expert.

Click here to go to "Contact Us" Webpage
(http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/contact-us.html)
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Pearson Paid-For Published Resources

Edexcel AS/A Level Psychology Student Book + ActiveBook (Edexcel GCE 
Psychology 2015)
28 Jul 2015
by Elizabeth Barkham and Ms Anna Cave. Series editor Karren Smith.
ISBN: 1447982460
Price £34.99
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Any questions?

Thank you for 
attending this event.

How did we do?
Please fill in the evaluation form that you’ll 

receive via e-mail in a few minutes.



There’s so much 
more to learn

Find out more about our range of events at 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/training




